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On October 9th, 2024, I had the privilege of inaugurating the 6th Post-
graduate International Conference, an initiative fostered by the Ph.D. 
program in History of Arts at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. As 
new coordinator of the doctoral program, I shared this honor with 
Prof. Giovanni Fara, Director of the Department of Philosophy and 
Cultural Heritage, here representing the administrative headquar-
ters of the Ph.D. program which co-finances this initiative.

For the sixth consecutive year, this time in the magnificent set-
ting of Aula Mario Baratto – the lecture hall overlooking the Grand 
Canal from Ca’ Foscari –, a willing group of our Ph.D. students or-
ganized a three-day conference on the history of arts. This year’s or-
ganizing committee, consisting of Asia Benedetti, Angelica Bertoli, 
Andrea Golfetto, and Maria Novella Tavano, curated autonomously 
and with remarkable commitment a scientifically rigorous and suc-
cessful event.

The conference stood out for its high academic standards, thanks 
to the excellent program organization, the depth and breadth of the 
selected presentations, and the extensive chronological span of the 
topics addressed – ranging from the Middle Ages to the present day. 
Furthermore, the diversity of interpretative approaches and the va-
riety of national and international academic affiliations of the par-
ticipating Ph.D. students demonstrate the interest in creating an op-
portunity for an interdisciplinary dialogue of wide scholarly reach.
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The thematic choice, as reflected in the title drawn from T.S. Eli-
ot’s evocative verse “In my End is my Beginning” (1940), along with 
the subtitle, “Dialectical Images in Times of Crisis”, also proves par-
ticularly relevant. Effectively, it conveys an overarching message of 
optimism, which revolves around the concepts of death and rebirth, 
end and new beginning. Even the term ‘crisis’ itself contains a pos-
itive connotation, as it preludes a turning point: not coincidental-
ly, the Greek noun it derives from (κρίσις) means ‘choice’, ‘discern-
ment’, ‘judgment’.

To keep up with the conference tradition, the organizing commit-
tee has overseen the publication of the conference proceedings in a 
dedicated volume of “Quaderni di Venezia Arti”, published by Edizio-
ni Ca’ Foscari. The open-access feature of the series ensures the im-
mediate and global circulation of the volume, as was the case with 
the proceedings from the previous five editions. Therefore, I wish to 
all the authors a favorable dissemination of their scientific findings, 
and to all those interested in the topics discussed an engaging and 
stimulating read.

Congratulations to the organizers for successfully achieving this 
significant and impactful goal, and to all the participating Ph.D. stu-
dents, who contributed with original and insightful papers to this 
initiative.
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