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This volume brings together a group of historians of modern China 
and East Asia, based in Italy and abroad, who, as colleagues or for‑
mer students, have shared with Guido Samarani the intellectual and 
human experience of studying China in the last thirty years and en‑
gaging in the development of the field. It has no ambition to reflect the 
vast range of research topics and interests Samarani has contributed 
to and to represent the whole community of scholars who have col‑
laborated with him during his long career. It represents just a small 
tribute by some of them to a friend and colleague, whose outstand‑
ing research activities have greatly increased our understanding of 
Chinese modern and contemporary history, as well as inspiring and 
influencing students and academics active both in Italy and abroad. 

In the last decades, the study of modern and contemporary Chi‑
na has widened its scope to include a vast variety of disciplinary ap‑
proaches. The increasing availability of sources and the multiplica‑
tion of perspectives have offered new pathways for research but also 
new challenges. Historians of China have been called to specialise 
but at the same time maintain and develop their capacity to look at 
China from wider chronological and geographical angles; they have 
been asked to read Chinese history from within, exploring the origi‑
nal sources in depth and at the same time considering the intertwin‑
ing of the regional and global factors that have affected the dynam‑
ics of Chinese history in the last centuries.
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The historical research of Samarani highlights all these challeng‑
es. As he puts it in his seminal book La Cina contemporanea (2017), 
the twentieth century has been a period of great transformations for 
China, a period when the political, social and cultural values that 
shaped the collective and individual lives of the Chinese people have 
been deeply changed by revolutions and modernisation at the inter‑
section of local and global factors. These transformations have also 
implied significant changes in the ways in which the Chinese past 
has been investigated and conceptualized in light of the problems 
and opportunities of the contemporary age.

Samarani’s prominent position as a widely recognised scholar at 
both the national and international levels grew from his intellectu‑
al and scholarly interests in the political history of twentieth‑cen‑
tury China and his constant scientific commitment throughout his 
long academic career. During his 37 years of academic activities 
(1983‑2020), he distinguished himself through his strong dedication 
to developing historical research on issues including problems of 
modernisation in the Republican period, the history of modern po‑
litical thought from Sun Yat‑sen to the People’s Republic of China, 
the diplomatic and political relations between Italy and China, and 
finally contemporary China’s foreign policy and world outlook. This 
is demonstrated by the quantity and quality of his scientific contri‑
butions (in Italian, English, Chinese, Japanese and German) as well 
as by several pioneering research projects that he has promoted and 
directed since 2003 as part of his constant commitment to the inter‑
nationalisation of historical research on China in Italy.

These projects developed in the framework of a broad collabora‑
tion at the international level and opened new perspectives regard‑
ing the international dimension of Chinese contemporary history, 
leading Samarani to establish himself as a recognised authority in 
the study of China’s relations with Italy in the European context of 
the twentieth century.

Samarani’s major scientific contributions include an innovative 
study of China under the Chinese Nationalist Party (Una moderniz-
zazione mancata. Aspetti e problemi dello sviluppo capitalistico in 
Cina tra le due guerre, 1988) and several articles on the history of 
the Chinese Nationalist Party’s prominent intellectual and politi‑
cal personalities, such as Dai Jitao and Hu Hanmin. Later, in 2004, 
he published the first edition of La Cina contemporanea, the most 
important and comprehensive Italian book dedicated to the histo‑
ry of China in the twentieth century. This work was the outcome 
of twenty years of research and reflection on the political, cultur‑
al and economic transformation of China during the twentieth cen‑
tury. This research nourished Samarani’s renewed interest in the 
ideological and political evolution of the Chinese Communist Par‑
ty, which formed the basis for his and Sofia Graziani’s book on the 

Laura De Giorgi, Sofia Graziani
Introduction



Laura De Giorgi, Sofia Graziani
Introduction

Sinica venetiana 10 5
The Historian’s Gaze, 3-8

history of the CCP (La Cina rossa. Storia del Partito comunista cine-
se, 2023). This book demonstrates how, after his retirement, Sama‑
rani has remained an enthusiast scholar keen to share his insights 
and research with our community.

Another field of great interest for Samarani is the history of the re‑
lations between Italy and China in the modern and contemporary pe‑
riods. He was co‑author, together with Laura De Giorgi, of a pioneer‑
ing work on this topic (Lontane, vicine. Le relazioni fra Cina e Italia 
nel Novecento, 2011), as well as author of numerous ground‑break‑
ing studies on aspects of the Italian presence in China in the inter‑
war period and the 1950s, previously neglected by Italian and inter‑
national history scholars. In the last ten years, Samarani has also 
co‑edited books in Italian, English and Chinese on the history of re‑
lations between China and Europe during the Cold War.

Inspired by Samarani’s vast and multiple research interests, and 
with the aim of acknowledging his role in the development of the 
study of Chinese modern and contemporary history in Italy and 
abroad, the essays collected in this volume weave together new in‑
terpretations and perspectives on the history and historiography 
of modern and contemporary China. They cover a broad range of 
periods and topics, from imperial times to the contemporary age, 
with most focussing on the modern and contemporary eras. The book 
opens with an essay by Federica Ferlanti on the notion of moderni‑
ty and its meaning over time in relation to both historians’ subjec‑
tivity and the nation‑ and state‑building process in China. Histori‑
ographical and longue durée historical concerns also animate the 
following three essays: Marina Miranda’s examination of the evolv‑
ing Chinese academic and political discussion of the role of foreign 
concessions, Elisa Giunipero’s introduction to World History/Global 
History in China and Larry Shyu and Yu Shen’s overview of policies 
regarding national minorities in China’s modern history, from the 
Qing to the People’s Republic.

The changing political and cultural landscapes at the domestic 
level are at the centre of the four essays that follow, which present 
a number of case studies, beginning with Aglaia De Angeli’s semiot‑
ic analysis of Sun Yat‑sen as an emblem of modernity. The essay by 
Andrea Revelant addresses the representation of Nationalist Chi‑
na in Japan’s leading newspapers, providing insights into Japanese 
public opinion and attitudes towards China in the late 1920s, while 
Laura De Giorgi’s contribution focuses on nation‑building and war 
propaganda in China during the War of Resistance against Japanese 
Aggression, with particular attention to the discourse on wounded 
soldiers. Sofia Graziani’s essay focuses on the role of youth organi‑
sations (the Youth League) in the Chinese Communist Party’s politi‑
cal strategy after the end of the Sino‑Japanese War. The final section 
of the book consists of Chen Hongmin’s and Barbara Onnis’s contri‑



Sinica venetiana 10 6
The Historian’s Gaze, 3-8

butions, which address two different crucial themes in China’s rela‑
tions with the world, namely China’s role in the international organ‑
isations born from the two world wars (the League of Nations and 
the United Nations), and the evolution of foreign policy‑making pro‑
cesses and actors since the Deng era. The book closes with an essay 
by Paolo Santangelo on the senses in the Neo‑Confucian philosoph‑
ical tradition, which broadly reminds us of the importance of Sino‑
logical and textual approaches to Chinese history.

On the whole, the array of topics developed by the authors reflects 
the richness of approaches and interests that Samarani has sewn and 
developed in a continuous and rich exchange with colleagues in Ita‑
ly and abroad. Through this small tribute, we would like to express 
our gratitude for his intellectual and academic work and for the sup‑
port and inspiration that he has always offered and continues to of‑
fer, not only as an esteemed scholar but also as a dear teacher, col‑
league and friend.

Guido Samarani’s Main Publications

Una modernizzazione mancata. Aspetti e problemi dello sviluppo capitalistico in 
Cina tra le due guerre. Venezia: Cafoscarina, 1988.

La Cina verso il 2000. Potere politico e trasformazioni economico‑sociali. Vene‑
zia: Cafoscarina, 1994.

La pagoda e il grattacielo. La Cina tra eredità storica e modernizzazione. Tori‑
no: Paravia, 1998. 

“The Evolution of Italian Diplomacy During the Sino‑Japanese War”. Barrett, 
D.; Shyu, L. (eds), China in the Anti‑Japanese War, 1937‑1945: Politics, Culture 
and Society. New York: Peter Lang, 2001, 65‑87.

(ed.). The Asian Connection: Dynamics of Colonialism, Nationalism and Identi‑
ty in East and South Asia, 1915‑1945, monogr. no., European Journal of East 
Asian Studies, 3(1). Leiden: Brill, 2004. 

La Cina del Novecento. Dalla fine dell’Impero ad oggi. Torino: Einaudi, 2004. 
2nd ed. La Cina contemporanea. Dalla fine dell’Impero a oggi. Torino: Ei‑
naudi, 2017. 

“La Cina e i mutamenti nella situazione internazionale nell’analisi di Dai Jitao 
(1911‑1913)”. Scarpari, M.; Lippiello, T. (a cura di), Caro Maestro... Scritti in 
onore di Lionello Lanciotti per l’ottantesimo compleanno. Venezia: Cafosca‑
rina, 2005, 1029‑36.

“Shaping the Future of Asia: Chiang Kai‑shek, Nehru and China‑India Relations 
During the Second World War Period”. Centre for East and South‑East Asian 
Studies Working Paper, Lund University, 11, 2005, 1‑20.

(with De Giorgi, L.). La Cina e la Storia. Dal tardo impero ad oggi. Roma: Caroc‑
ci, 2005. 

“In Search of Chinese Identity in a Changing World: Dai Jitao’s Articles in the 
Late Qing‑Early Republican Period”. Chou, L.; Guida, D. (eds), A Passion for 
China: Essays in Honour of Paolo Santangelo in His 60th Birthday. Leiden: 
Brill, 2006, 329‑37.
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“Alle origini di Bandung: il viaggio di Chiang Kai‑shek in India (febbraio 1942)”. 
Rivista degli Studi Orientali, 78(3/4), 2007, 429‑38. 

“Il massacro di Nanchino tra storia e storiografia”. Procacci, G.; Silver, M.; Ber‑
tucelli, L. (a cura di), Le stragi rimosse. Storia, memoria pubblica, scritture.
Milano: Unicopli, 2008, 81‑97. 

(with De Giorgi, L.). “Guomin zhengfu shiqi de Zhong Yi guangxi shi: Yidali wen‑
shiliao jieshao” 國民政府時期的中義關係史－－義大利文史料介紹 (Italian 
Sources on the History of Sino‑Italian Relations during the Nationalist Era). 
漢學研究通訊 (Newsletter for Research in Chinese Studies), 28(4), 2009, 50‑3. 

(with Scarpari, M.) (a cura di). La Cina. Vol. 3, Verso la modernità. Torino: Ei‑
naudi, 2009. 

Cina, ventunesimo secolo. Torino: Einaudi, 2010.
“An Historical Turning Point: Italy’s Relations with China Before and After 8 

September 1943”. Journal of Modern Italian Studies, 15(4), 2010, 590‑602.
(with De Giorgi, L.). Lontane, vicine. Le relazioni fra Cina e Italia nel Novecento.

Roma: Carocci, 2011. 
“Italians in Nationalist China (1928‑1945): Some Case Studies”. Brady, A.M.; 

Brown, D. (eds), Foreigners and Foreign Institutions in Republican China. Lon‑
don: Routledge, 2012, 234‑50.

“L’Italia e gli italiani in Cina dopo l’8 settembre 1943”. Storia & Diplomazia, 
1(2), 2014, 15‑30.

“The Italian Presence in China: Historical Trends and Perspectives (1902‑1947)”. 
Marinelli, M.; Andornino, G. (eds), Italy’s Encounters with Modern China: Impe‑
rial Dreams, Strategic Ambitions. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, 49‑66.

(with Meneguzzi Rostagni, C.) (a cura di). La Cina di Mao, l’Italia e l’Europa ne‑
gli anni della Guerra fredda. Bologna: il Mulino, 2014.

(with Graziani, S.). “Yidali gongchandang yu Zhonghua renmin gongheguo: 
zhengzhi lianxi yu jiaoliu (1949‑1965)” 意大利共产党与中华人民共和国: 政
治联系与交流 (1949‑1965) (The Communist Party of Italy and People’s Chi‑
na: Political Ties and Exchanges [1949‑1965]). Lengzhan guojishi yanjiu 冷
战国际史研究 (Cold War International History Studies), 19‑20, 2015, 5‑29. 

(with De Giorgi, L.). “Guomindang (1912‑1949)”. Oxford Bibliographies Online, 
2016. https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/obo/9780199920082‑0138.

“Le guerre in Asia nel Novecento: l’esperienza della Cina e dell’Asia orienta‑
le (1985‑1945)”. Detti, T. (a cura di), Le guerre in un mondo globale. Roma: 
Viella, 2017, 155‑70. 

“Ouzhou yu Yidali diqu youguan Jiang Jieshi ji qi shidai de yanjiu” 歐洲與義
大利地區有關蔣介石及其時代的研究 (Studies on Chiang Kai‑shek and His 
Times in Europe and Italy). Aomen ligong xuebao 澳門理工學報 (Journal of 
Macao Polytechnic University), 20, 2017, 194‑9.

(with De Giorgi, L.) (eds). Chiang Kai‑shek and His Time: New Historical and His‑
toriographical Perspectives. Venezia: Edizioni Ca’ Foscari, 2017. http://
doi.org/10.14277/978‑88‑6969‑126‑3.

La rivoluzione in cammino. La Cina della Lunga Marcia. Roma: Salerno Editri‑
ce, 2018.

“La Rivoluzione sovietica e il Partito comunista cinese”. Contemporanea, 21(2), 
2018, 277‑83. 

(with Meneguzzi Rostagni, C.; Graziani, S.) (eds). Roads to Reconciliation: 
People’s Republic of China, Western Europe and Italy During the Cold War 
Period (1949‑1971). Venezia: Edizioni Ca’ Foscari, 2018. http://doi.
org/10.30687/978‑88‑6969‑220‑8.

https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/obo/9780199920082-0138
http://doi.org/10.14277/978-88-6969-126-3
http://doi.org/10.14277/978-88-6969-126-3
http://doi.org/10.30687/978-88-6969-220-8
http://doi.org/10.30687/978-88-6969-220-8
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“History and Memory: Italian Communists’ Views of the Chinese Communist 
Party and the PRC During the Early Cold War”. Schaufelbuehl, J.M.; Wyss, 
M.; Zanier, V. (eds), Europe and China in the Cold War: Exchanges Beyond the 
Bloc Logic and the Sino‑Soviet Split. Leiden: Brill, 2019, 134‑50.

(a cura di). “Nuovi approcci alla storia delle relazioni internazionali della Re‑
pubblica Popolare Cinese”, monogr. no., Rivista italiana di storia interna‑
zionale, 2, 2019. 

“Italian Diplomats in China During the Republican Era (1912‑1949)”. Schatz, M.; 
De Giorgi, L.; Ludes, P. (eds), Contact Zones in China: Multidisciplinary Per‑
spectives. Berlin; Boston: De Gruyter, 2020, 70‑80. 

(with Graziani, S.). La Cina rossa. Storia del Partito comunista cinese. Bari: La‑
terza, 2023.
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